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THE LIBRARY STEPS OUT 





THE JAUNTY GENTLEMAN on the cover symbolizes the growing conviction 
among librarians that we no longer should offer library service 
only from the sanctuary of the circulation desk. The library which 
vigorously takes the initiative in meeting its community at least 
halfway will surely become recognized as a dynamic and valuable 
institution. 

Featured in this issue are four specific activities which any 
library can apply to its local situation in order to implement this 
new concept of the role of the library. The article on library 
service to the growing number of older people is keyed to a nation- 
wide recognition of the needs of this group. By examining the local 
implications of their own aging populations, Wisconsin libraries 
will be breaking new trails. 

The article on library co-operation with developmental reading 
projects is a wonderful illustration of the progress possible when 
two or more community agencies get together on an action program. 

In such a case, each agency brings to bear its particular interests, 
talents, and resources to offer a program far more valuable than one 


completely handled by any single organization. 
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The news note on original art exhibits is perhaps a more tra- 
ditional library activity in the cultural arts. It is significant, 
however, that Miss Pickett has had a growing number of libreries 
on her list of galleries and that she is tremendously interested 
in developing her services with libraries in mind. 

Tying together all of these specific projects is the general 
article on public relations. Here is an over-all approach which 
can provide the framework to give all library activities relevance 
and continuity. This issue extends a sincere invitation to your 
library to step out, to know where it's stepping, and to have a 


good time! 





Perhaps your library has 
stepped out without waiting for 
this invitation. If so, the 
editors would like to share your 
experiences with other Wisconsin 
librarians. We would aprreciate 
a descriptive story of any such 
activities, and a forthcoming 
issue of the Bulletin will feature 
these reports. Please sign your 
articles, and try to make them 
comparable in length to any of 
the items in this issue. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES 





By John C,. Frantz 


Every public library has public relations, whether planned or 
unplanned; whether good, bad, or indifferent; and whether you like 
the idea or not. The very title, "Public Library," carries the 
clear implication that relationships with the public constitute a 
vital part of its function. 


The word, "publicity," has fallen into considerable disrepute 
in recent years, partly because of the quick mental association with 
such phrases as "publicity stunt," "publicity hound," etc., and part- 
ly becavse of its connotation of cold-blooded misrepresentation. 


This casually defined term, "public relations," has arisen, 
cloaked in dignity and restraint, which is often used as a synonym. 
It is, of course, nothing of the sort. To clarify its greater in- 
clusiveness, a syllogism suggests itself. All publicity is public 
relations (of a sort), but not all public relations is publicity. 


A similar misconception about the term is that public rela- 
tions can be a fait accompli. It is, rather, a continuous process-- 
one that moves and alters in a perceptible sequence. 


The person who says a library's public relations is good really 
means that its prestige is established and that good will for it is 
conspicuous. The person who says a library's public relations is 
bad simply means that its prestige has suffered or that good will 
for it is on the decline. This prestige and good will is the total 
impression left on the public by the library's program, policies, 
activities, and personnel. This impression is, in effect, the 
personality of the library. And,like the personality of an in- 
dividual, it can consciously be altered and developed. The library 
personality can be custom-made in this sense and made over into 
whatever image will be most personable and effective. If you so 
choose, an introverted "storehouse of culture" can be transposed 
into a happy, ebullient extrovert, active in community life while 
retaining exactly the former functions. Obligations for preserving 
local historical material and literary classics, for example, con- 
tinue=--but without continuing the prevalent notion that this is 
all the library is good for. Mysteries, westerns, and light love 
stories, dear to the hearts of many patrons, are still of fered-- 
but without continuing the prevalent notion that this is all the 
library is good for. And so on. 


The Planning 





In giving careful thought to a planned approach to public re- 
lations, these two axioms should be your guide: 
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1. Make certain the library is keying its policies, services, and 
actions day after day and year after year with the best in- 
terests of those individuals and groups whose confidence and 
gocd will it covets. 


. Make certain the library is interpreting these policies, serv- 
ices, and actions to assure complete understanding and appre- 
ciation. 


™m 


Public Relations Principles 





Both of these may seem too general and somewhat vague. Per- 
haps they will become more meaningful as one considers some of 
these important principles: 


1. Public relations begins at home. It is clear that success 
outside the library walls will be built upon and dependent 
upon a strong base within the library. A good product to 
market, so to speak, but which need not be expensive or 
elaborate. Look at your physical plant and answer such ques- 
tions as: 


Has the library provided the equipment and facilities that 
assure pleasant, effective conditions for use by patrons and 
employees? 


Does the lighting protect the eyes and the ventilation the 
health of these people? 


Is the book collection well balanced, chosen and maintained 
with honesty and fairness to reflect the needs and tastes of 
the comunity? 


Are policies fair and just, and have they been explained ful- 
ly, or have they been adopted arbitrarily and with no thought 
to the impact they might make on those affected? 


Has every effort been made to treat all individuals like human 
beings, with consideration for their capacities, their ambi- 
tions, and their desires? 


An inescapable corollary to this examination is the caliber 
of personnel involved. Any program is doomed from the start un- 
less consideration is given to such positive personal attributes 
as: 


Good work on the job 

Honesty and fairness in attitude 
Punctuality 

Personal neatness 
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Pride in achievement 

Familiarity with the library's history and development 
Personal interest in patrons and their problems 

Courtesy to visitors 

Participation in community and church affairs 

Willingness to undertake book talks, newspaper columns, etc. 


Public relations is the continuous process of creating, shaping, 
implementing, and interpreting policies that emphasize the li- 
brary's sense of social and moral responsibility. 


nm 
. 


3. Success in public relations depends upon the ability of the li- 
brary to take criticism, recognize mistakes, admit faults, and 
rectify shortcomings. 


h. Public relations is the honest application of the golden rule, 
"Do unto others as you would have them do unto you." 


S.- Good public relations ere less expensive, less time consuming, 
and less embarrassing than poor public relations. 


Publicity 


The best techniques of library publicity have been used for 
years and are familiar to all librarians. Such things as library 
exhibits and displays, book lists, newspaper columns, program 
planning for clubs, art and photographic displays, discussion 
groups, hobby shows, reading clubs, and so on, are traditional and 
effective. It is here that individual initiative and imagination 
are so important, and where unique local talent may be called upon. 


Here are a few variations on the above themes as examples of 
a somewhat different approach: 


Newspapers--Try the occasional use of feature and human interest 
stories. Interviews, with pictures, of patrons on "What I like 

most about the library," or "What our library means to me" have 
been successful and popular. And you might solicit library cartoons 
and posters from high school artists. 


Magazines--In the magazine field, don't overlook the possibilities 
of using local house organs, trade journals, labor papers, news- 
letters, etc., for book talk columns aimed at special interest 
groupSe 


Displays--Watch for stores in the downtown area which are about to 
move or which are already vacant. The owner or agent may agree to 
allow you some of this valuable window display space until the 
building is reoccupied. 
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Annual reports--This odious annual chore can be used to excellent 
advantage in presenting the library story. Use arresting, graphic 
make-up, with original layout. Samples of unusual format in an- 
nual reports are available from the Commission, and one of these 
might help give you a brilliant idea. Once prepared, try to have 
your report duplicated in quantity and then plan a distribution 
campaign. The facts of library finances, library holdings, and 
library activities should not be kept secret. The public deserves 
to have this information, easily availaple, in readable form. 
Banks make excellent distribution points, and local organizations 
will help get your message to the people. 





Correspondence-=-Too often taken for granted, your library letter- 
head should be attractive, modern, and distinctive. Brush up on 
your style and cultivate an informal, good-humored attitude, even 
though this will often not be easy. Also connected with corre- 
spondence are your overdue notices. Many clever designs may be 

had from regular library supply houses, or your own mimeographed 
design is easily obtained. Here, again, casual good humor is 
important, and an appropriate cut is always effective. One which 
has been used is a finger with a string tied around it, and another 
is a cartoon sketch of an absent-minded professor. Another form 
postal for direct-mail contact could be an informational note about 
a new book of special interest to one or more particular patrons. 
This need not involve a cumbersome routine, but having the card 
beforehand will make the job easy when a book-patron relationship 
comes to your attention. 





Your library board--With a little knowledge and enthusiasm about 
the public relations program, board members can make ideal am- 
bassadors of good will. You who know the personalities involved 
will see the possibilities along this line. 





Friends of the library--These groups have had an excellent record 
of success in all kinds of library promotion, ranging from getting 
a telephone installation to managing a fund-raising campaign for 
anew building. An effective program for a new friends-of-the- 
library group is filling the gaps in your magazine collection by 
having them replace lost or missing copies. If you have no such 
group at present, attempts to organize one should center around 
some such specific project and gradually advance to more ambitious 
undertakings. 





Club newsletter--Here is a wonderful project for any volunteer 
help you may be offered. A periodic club newsletter would provide 
in handy form a list of community clubs, their officers, meeting 
dates and places, their programs, etc. As a bonus for providing 
this record, the library can work in announcements of their own 
activities, news of books, etc. 
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In thinking of some of these publicity techniques, call to 
mind some of the many, many different publics with which the li- 
brary is concerned. To enumerate an impressive few, there are 
parents, students, trustees, teachers, donors, legislators, 
schools, other libraries, library associations, professional men 
and women, businessmen, farmers, labor unions, ministers, church 
groups, social clubs, newspaper, radio, and television people, 
governmental agencies, and so ONeece 


Perhaps the least tangible, but most imoortant, of all public 
relations activities is the impression transmitted to each patron 
face-to-face at the desk and ear-to-ear on the telephone. Courtesy 
and consideration for others we take for granted, but it usually 
requires conscious, continuous effort to really be warm, engaging, 
and sincerely desirous to please. ingens" dealin directly with the 
public must constantly remind himself that here is where an entire 
program is made or broken. 


Lastly, in the question of extending your book services, I 
might remind you that the State Traveling Library is alweys ready 
to help with that occasional patron requiring unusual or expensive 
material. In addition to their collection, they are also ready to 
use the facilities of the University Library to do their very best 
for you and your customer. This aspect of your service should not 
be neglected in your publicity work. 


Semantic Caution 





In representing the library, in telling the library story, be 
certain the language you use carries the picture you intend. The 
following glossary suggests some of the many lay conceptions of li- 
brary terms: 


bibliography--story of the life of a famous man 

catalog--document published annually by Sears Roebuck, 
Montgomery Ward, and seed stores 

circulation--the passage of blood through veins, arteries, etc. 

weed--a pestiferous plant 


It will be frequently cumbersome and always repetitious to use 
phrases, definitions, and examples whenever an ambiguous term is 
needed, but, unless your reader can clearly visualize what your 
meaning of a term is, your message will be misunderstood or, worse, 
ignored. 


Evaluation 


Vital to the success of any such action program is continuous 
evaluation of progress, By its very nature, such evaluation will 
be almost entirely subjective in the early stages, and only later 
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can a measurable, quantitative effect be found. It is for this 
reason that the different desirable results of the program should 
be clearly defined and should be recalled to mind frequently. 
These results are really objectives turned inside-out, and here 
are a few of the most importants: 


Publicity--The ideal result of your publicity activities is a pub- 
lic mice is increasingly "library oriented" so that the materials 
and services of the library are automatically considered when a 
given situation confronts a given patron. Now it may well be that 
the library is not the proper place for some particular problem, 
but it is very important that the possibility at least occurs in 
the person's mind. 


Promotion of service--Increased use of more of the library by in- 
dividuals and groups: for esthetic and cultural development, recrea- 
tion, and personal self-help. That is, a patron using the library 
exclusively for a single purpose will be made aware of, and moti- 
vated to use, other facilities for other purposes. 





Improvenent of staff relationships--A staff which feels a strong 
identification with a clearly defined, worth-while community in- 
stitution will work with better esprit de corps and will provide 
better service. 





Improvement cf community reletionships--A "library-minded" public 
is in a better position to understand and approve, indeed they 
will demand, expansion of service, and thus they will be less like- 
ly to resent or reject increased budget requests. 





Anticipating and overcoming misconceptions and prejudices--This 
might be called "preventive medicine” in that a well informed and 
understanding public will be far less likely to raise pressures 
against "controversial" or "objectionable" material in the library's 
collection. 





Good will of government--An active, intelligent library program 
will help make the Jibrary a happy and welcome member of the 
governmental family and, as such, entitled to fair and understand- 
ing treatment. 





Formulation and guidance of policy--Board policies and librarian- 
board relationships will shape, and be shaved by, a planned program 
of public relations to the advancement and benefit of all con- 
cerned. 





Conclusion 


Here then is a proposed definition of a library public rela- 
tions program. There is much here that is purely theoretical, but 
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the vital importance of such theory is evident. Unless we constant- 
ly remind ourselves of basic reasons--Why are we doing this? Where 
are we going?--and unless we clearly see the results we want, we run 
the risk of bogging down in routine mechanics that can become mean- 
ingless. 


Also, there is much here which is highly optimistic, but the 
inevitable failure of an occasional project in no way changes the 
fundanental truth of these principles. In fact, such failures 
underscore the need for careful advance planning. 
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TRAVELING ART EXHIBITS 





Public libraries in Wisconsin may avail themselves of free 
exhibits of original art work through Miss Grace Pickett, Studio 
Guild, Redding, Connecticut. 


No rental fee is charged for these exhibitions; the only ex- 
pense involved to the library is the transportation cost from the 
preceding place of exhibit. Because of this cost, it might be 
well to keep informed as to showings at the Allis Gallery in 
Milwaukee since it is the only Wiscensin agency now using Miss 
Pickett's collections. 


All items in the various collections are ready for display 
except in the case of prints and water colors, unless otherwise 
notified. Libraries planning such displays should have access to 
suitable physical facilities, and publicity in connection with the 
showing should mention the Studio Guild of Redding. 


Fifty prepared collections are currently offered, and these 
are divided into these cstegories: Sculpture, Parchment Scrolls, 
Architectural Renderings, Graphic Arts, Water Colors and Caseins, 
Oil Paintings, and Mixed Media. 
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In a separate category, called State Group Exhibitions, vari- 
ous regional artists are represented by states, including Connecti- 
cut, Illinois, New York, Ohio, and Tennessee. 


Librarians will be interested to learn that the well known 
author, Stuart Chase, has an exhibit of drawings entitled "Studies 
of Cat Behavior." Other titles representative of the individual 
collections are "Abstraction and Realism," "Landscapes and Street 
Scenes in Kentucky," "Water Colors of Michigan Country," "Glori- 
fied Flowers," "City Scenes and Portraits," and "Landscapes of 
the Midwest." 


Additional information on the exhibitions can be supplied by 
the Commission or directly by Miss Pickett. 








LIBRARIES AND RAPTD READING 





By John C. Frantz 


In recent years, there has been a growing interest in develop- 
mental reading programs for adults. Rapid reading courses for 
business and professional men and for students are becoming increas- 
ingly popular and are getting impressive results. In addition, 
more and more libraries are finding a direct connection between the 
students in such a program and the library's services. In Wisconsin, 
for example, Racine and La Crosse have actively sponsored such a 
course, and early this year the Brooklyn, N.Y., Public Library was 
awarded a grant of $85,000 from the Carnegie Corporation for the 
development of a reading improvement program for adults. 


So far, in the training of instructors and in various class 
experiences, the following facts have been established: 


1. With proper instruction, the average reader can increase his 
speed to a startling degree. Gains of 100% are common. Poor 
readers, with only slightly more effort, can become readers of 
average proficiency. 


2. When an individual is reading at his maximum speed for the 
material involved, his comprehension of the material is at its 
highest point. He not only reads more in less time; he under- 
stands and retains more of what he has read. 


3. Adults, in general, have had little or no formal reading instruc- 
tion beyond the fourth grade, regardless of their total school- 
ing or the amount of reading they do. 


kh. After the formal instruction of a developmental course is 
finished, the student retains a high proportion of the skills 
learned. 


S. The necessary teaching skills are easily and quickly learned. 


6. Students learn to "tailor" their reading speed to the material 
involved. A very high speed might be used for light fiction, 
for example, and a considerably slower pace used on difficult 
material. No reader has, or should have, a constant "words 
per minute" rate. 


7. Since the reading levels and interests of students vary so 
widely that "canned" readings are often unsatisfactory, the 
library is the ideal resource for practice material. 


8. Following a formal course in developmental reading, a student 
is completely competent to operate one of the speed-reading 
devices, without supervision, to his further profit. 


The Rapid Reading Course 





Granting that these valuable results are possible, exactly 
how are they achieved? This question was answered at a five-day 
rapid reading institute held early this year at the Madison Voca- 
tional School. This institute was sponsored by the State Dept. of 
Vocational and Adult Education and was designed to qualify voca- 
tional school teachers from around the State to offer and teach 
developmental reading. In this process of learning, these teacher- 
students actually received a short course in rapid reading. 


First of all, they received a diagnostic reading test to 
measure their initial reading speed and level of comprehension. 
Then they had a series of lectures and several workouts on various 
mechancial reading aids. The most useful of these was the Reading 
Rate Controller. This machine holds the material on an inclined 
platform in easy reading position. Then a light steel plate de- 
scends from the top to the bottom of the page, shuttling off the 
material at a fixed rate. This rate can be accurately preset to 
cover the paze from 50 through 2,000 words per minute. The student 
practices on this machine for about 20 minutes per session, gradual- 
ly increasing his reading rate by advancing the speed of the machine. 
His comprehension is carefully controlled by periodic tests so that 
he is prevented from trying to advance toorapidly. At the conclu- 
sion of this 5-day institute, another diagnostic test was given 
the group, and every person showed considerable gain. One person 
increased his rate from 450 to 1,000 words per minute, with a gain 
in comprehension. 
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The Department of Vocational and Adult Education was highly 
pleased at the results of this institute, and further interest 
throughout the State is growing. It is likely that such a train- 
ing session will be held next year. 


Near the close of this institute, a member of the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission staff spoke to the future teachers and 
pointed out how some library patrons might have a natural interest 
in such a course and how students unfamiliar with their library 
might find it useful. It was shown how some library users find 
that pursuing one interest level involves a logical progression 
of reading on continuously higher reading levels. Such a person 
would benefit greatly from reading instruction. Other library 
patrons likely to be very interested are hook-club and best-seller 
fans, discussion group readers, how-to-do-it readers (who might 
better understand complicated instructions), and even those who 
read purely for recreation might well be interested. 


The Library As Cosponsor 





In this same discussion, the staff member also outlined 
several avenues of co-operation between the library and vocational 
school. Arranged according to degree of active library participa- 
tion, these are: 


1. The library might help publicize the course and recruit students 
from those patrons known to be interested. 


2. The library might provide a reading list and books for teacher 
UuS@e 


3. The library might provide a reading list and books for student 
uses 


4. The librery might help the student retain and even increase the 
proficiency gained through the course by providing access to a 
reading accelerator for "booster" practice sessions. The ma- 
chine most highly recommended by instructors is the SO-2, 
"Reading Rate Controller," which costs about $85. The Commis- 
sion office has full information on the various types. The 
object here would be to make this machine available in the li- 
brary only to those who have had such a reading course and al- 
low them further practice without supervision. This theory 
has been endorsed by experts in the field and has worked 
successfully in practice at a few libraries. The object of the 
course and the price of the machine lead one to feel it might 
well be solicited as a gift from a local industry or service 
club. 
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Because the formal program is relatively new, it is not neces- 
sary that your locality have a vocational school to offer the course. 
It may be possible to send instructors from either nearby vocational 
school staffs or from the University Extension staff to any area 
where there is sufficient demand. Further information on such ar- 
rangements is available from the Commission office. 


It would seem that this whole subject of rapid reading is an 
ideal stimulus to further co-ordination and co-operation between 
the library as an agency for informal adult education and the 
various ongoing formal programs. The program outlined above, for 
example, suggests the potentialities of the library as a kind of 
postgraduate center for students in all categories. Whether they 
are graduates of a single vocational school course, high school, 
or college, the library can continue to be their educational center, 
freely available to all throughout their lives. 
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVES THE AGING 





By Orrilla T. Blackshear 


Will public librarians meet the challenge of serving the aged 
in Wisconsin? 


Since 1900, the number of people over 65 has tripled. By 
1980, careful estimates forecast 18 million people over 65 years 
of age, or ten per cent of the estimated population. In the last 
fifty years, the average American has gained nineteen years of 
life--68 now being the average life expectancy against 9 then. 
The public library, along with other adult education agencies, has 
a role to play in helping people to prepare for retirement years 
and to make the best use of them when they arrive. 


Goethe was aware of the situations which might be created by 
the aging process: "Growing old means to enter a new occupation; 
all one's circumstances are changing and one must either retire 
from active life or deliberately and consciously take over the new 
role." Deliberate and conscious acceptance of the "new role" comes 
easily to some and is much more difficult for others. Many factors 
enter into the course that is followed by an individual who is look- 
ing toward the later years. The public library--large or small-- 
is the logical place for some people to turn. Those people who 
have found it useful before 65 will find it a source of further en- 
joyment and assistance in retirement. But librarians have another 
step to take in the direction of the person who has not yet found 
his way to the library, or who in later years will be physically 
unable to visit the library. The "library may step out” to bring 
service to this segment of the commnity more effectively than to 
any other group of its patrons. 


In 1954, several questions were included in the annual report 
for public libraries for the purpose of finding out what librarians 
were doing for the older citizens of Wisconsin. The returns on 
that report showed that approximately 12% of our 316 libraries had 
recognized the needs of the public aging and were doing what they 
could to help. The services they offered included delivery of 
books in response to calls from older people who could not come to 
the library, some book delivery service to nursing homes, and some 
bookmobile stops for both individuals and nursing homes. One li- 
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brary mailed books in response to requests from older borrowers who 
could not get their own books, one provided book talks and lists for 
the local "Golden Age Club," and another provided films for showing 
at the county home. 


For the first time in the history of our state library associa- 
tion, we have a Committee on Work “With Senior Citizens. That commit- 
tee has outlined a program with which it hopes you will be able to 
co-operate. A memo. describing the program was mailed to all members 
of WLA and all public libraries early in April. 


In preparation for the Governor's Conference on Needs of an 
Aging Population, to be held on the University campus in Madison, 
June 6, 7, and 8, the Work With Senior Citizens Committee has sug- 
gested some activities which you already may have been planning: 


1. Designate a period (either a week, ten days, or less) during 
the month of May when your library will concentrate on service 
to senior citizens. Select a time that may fit with other 
community planning. Contact the local press to advise them of 
what you are doing. Plan activities for the period, such as 
exhibits of books and other materials dealing with the needs 
of the aging. Prepare a reading list of books your library has 
on the subject. (Single copies of such lists are available 
from the Traveling Library, and you may adapt them to your own 
uses.) Any of these sugzestions may be used either as a part 
of the week you have designated as Senior Citizens Week, or as 
a part of the ongoing program you wish to plan for the aging. 

2. Plan a discussion program at the library to discuss the program 
for the Governor's Conference. Invite representatives of or- 
ganizations and local government to participate in this discus- 
sion program. The object of such a meeting will be to discover 
local needs of the aging and problems which might be considered 
at the Governor's Conference. Submit any problems you discover 
through the discussion or in your library service to a member 
of this committee, and it will be used in our planning for the 
fall WLA conference. 

3. Revive interest in your present plan for service to the home- 
bound or initiate such a plan if you do not now have one. We 
need to pool all pointers for effective library service to the 
homebound (of all ages). Explore methods of using volunteers 
for this service. 

4. Plan for library service to the county home and nursing home 
in the area. 

S. Plan programs to be carried on in the library--a book review 
group, music appreciation program, hobby shows, the use of 
recordings by older patrons, reading courses planned for 
specific interests, film discussion groups, play reading groups, 
and information for the visually handicapped. 

6. Offer service of the librarian or other staff members for Com- 
munity Planning Committees on Needs of the Aging. 
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7. Make possible the showing of films that illustrate some angle 
of the needs of the aging. The films may be used with volun- 
teer workers, with organizations interested in helping, or 
with the Senior Citizen groups. 


The following films are available through the University of 
Wisconsin Extension Division, Bureau of Audio-Visual Instruction, 
1312 West Johnson Street, Madison 6, Wisconsin. For complete anno- 
tations, refer to the Educational Motion Pictures Catalog and 
Supplement. When ordering films, please use film number and order 
directly from the Bureau of Audio-Visual Instruction. 





Films on Problems of the Aged 





Film No. 


3585 Date of Birth. 16 minutes. $1.75. 

Pays tribute to the older worker's high standard of 
dependability and productivity. Presents a plea to em- 
ployers to remove the age barriers in hiring new staff. 
Uses an example showing the bitter disappointment of an 
able man who is denied work because he is over 5. Pre- 
sents actual records of employees in this age group show- 
ing that there is less absenteeism, a lower turnover rate, 
and an equal standard of production among older workers. 
(McGraw-Hill) 





1267 Life With Grandpa.* 18 minutes. $2. 

Presents clearly and objectively the steadily increas- 
ing problem of old age security in the United States. 
Shows how the average life span of Americans has increased 
markedly without adequate solution of the economic and 
social needs of elderly people. Illustrates the plight 
of the nation's 2 1/2 million aged paupers, the Townsend 
movement, and the inadequate effect of Social Security. 
Stresses need for gainful employment as best solution to 
problem of the aged. (MT) 





3566 Place to Live (A). 25 minutes. $6. 
Presents the problem of the aged in our society today, 
with special emphasis on setting standards for homes for 
the aged. (Dynamic. Needs discussion leader.) 





2723 += Retire to Life. 22 minutes. $2.50. 
ells the story of a typical individual who retires 
only to find that complete retirement is not the solution 





%* Basic, broad in scope. 





Film No. 


2102 


2549 


862 


2641 
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to happiness and health during the later years. (Inter- 
national Film Bureau) 


Steps of Age.* 2) minutes. $3.75. 

Focuses on some of the key problems of growing old--un- 
wanted retirement, financial insecurity, living with 
children, and the feeling of not being needed. Sympa- 
thetically portrays results in one case of refusal to 
face the prospects of retirement and its adjustments. 
Provides no answer but suggests several excellent points 
for discussion. (International Film Bureau) 


Films Related to Problems of the Aged 





Creative Art in Rural Wisconsin. 28 minutes. $2.50. 
Acquaints one with many Wisconsin rural artists and 
develops their philosophy of painting from their own en- 
vironment and for enjoyment. Shows the functions of the 
University of Wisconsin Art Department as they relate to 
rural art groupse Presents a rather little known idea 

of culture in rural Wisconsin. (International Film 
Foundation) 





Grandma Moses. Color. 22 minutes. $6. 





Presents America's best known primitive painter, Grand- 
ma Moses, 90 in September 1950. Shows scenes from her 
busy, simple life on her farm in upper New York State, 
the special preparation given her painting boards, the 
artant at work, and many of her paintings. (A. F. Films, 
Ince) 


Homespun. Color. 20 minutes. $5.50. 

Tells how a seventy-year-old Minnesota woman turns back 
to the weaving and spinning arts she had known as a child 
in Sweden. Told in her own rich Swedish voice against the 
background of authentic Swedish melodies. Gives the com- 
plete story of making homespun from shearing, carding, 
spinning, dyeing, through weaving. (FBF) 


More films that are available from other sources: Order 
from source indicated. 


RX For Happiness. Code No. PR. 1. 11 minutes. 
A film record of the Eighth Annual Hobby Show held at 
the Museum of Natural History, sponsored by the Welfare 








* Basic, broad in scope. 





6h, 


and Health Council of New York City. The film makes the 
point that the advancing years and retirement need not 
bring discontentment and that hobbies can foster emotional 
stability in older persons. Film details some of the 
beautiful and ingenious hobby craft of the aged. 

16 mm. Sound, black and white. TV rental: Free. 

Order (one month in advance and by code number above) 

from Medical Film Dept., Sandoz Pharmaceuticals, Hanover, 
New Jersey. 


Eve of Life. 13 minutes. 

g, then stricken blind. Added handicaps require 
added care. The film, one of the thirteen films pro- 
duced by the American Foundation for the Blind under the 
title, Men Toward the Light, reveals a program for the 
rehabilitation of the aged blind. Many of the actors 
participating are actually blind. John Daly, noted news 
commentator, serves as narrator. 

16 mm. Sound, black and white. TV rental: Free. 
Order from American Foundation for the Blind, 15 West 16th 
Street, New York, New York. 





Hard Luck Charlie. 29 minutes. 

(From the series, Anywhere U.S.A.) The dramatic stride 
medical science has made in extending the life expectanc 
ig ilimetrated in this ametig Haly OF Gate Ue Gi 
his cronies that he will outlive statistical average man. 
On his 68th birthday, he finds that science has tripped 
him up, and he must wait--before collecting his bet. 
Stars Robert Preston. 

16 mm. Sound, black and white. TV rental: Free. 
Order from Health Information Foundation, 20 Lexington 
Avenue, New York 17, New York. 





The public library program for the aging may be divided into 
four parts. The suggestions which the committee has made to you 
will fall into place in these divisions, and you will doubtless 
add other services which are needed in your particular community. 
The first responsibility that we recognize is that of serving as a 
source of information on all aspects of the aging process. The 
small library may not have all of the materials, but the librarian 
knows that those materials are available through interlibrary loan. 
The public library has a second responsibility, which goes beyond 
the first one of providing materials, and indicates that it is an 
important function of the library to make people of all ages aware 
that such information is available. 


The third part of the service program will consider the needs 
of the aged person as an individual. There will be help for the 
person (of any age from teen age onward) who has sufficient foresight 
to plan for his retirement in all its aspects. There will be in- 
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formation for the volunteer who helps with community activities 

for the aging. Books for the older citizen are almost without 
number and include all areas of need and interest, with emphasis 
particularly on recreational reading. We cannot dodge the fact 

that some of the infirmities of age present difficulties and are 

not conducive to comfortable reading. Loss of sight, lack of 
ability to concentrate for long periods, and sometimes lack of 
purpose have their drawbacks. Light, pleasant reading is often 

the answer. Sometimes the loss of eyesight means that the librarian 
is able to direct the individual to the service for the blind. Li- 
brarians in Wisconsin are still looking for a more effective way 

to assist with talking book service and braille. Another individual 
who needs library materials--books, periodicals, pamphlets, films, 
and records--is the professional worker who in his work is con=- 
cerned with older people. He may be a social worker from city, 
county, or state offices, a nurse, the minister, the superintendent 
of a nursing home, the community recreation leader, or the public 
librarian. 


The fourth division of the library program for the aging will 
concentrate on service to groups. Activities that are planned 
with the library as a meeting place and where the librarian takes 
the initiative to organize the book review or discussion group, the 
local history group, or hobby club, are important in communities 
where no one else has planned such an activity. When another agency 
has taken the lead and an activity is in operation, perhaps the li- 
brary will be able to co-operate with materials. The library will 
want to join with others in community planning. Library service to 
county and private nursing homes is a fine sounding objective; how- 
ever, there is still much to learn if it is to be a successful part 
of the public library program for the aging. 


There are many useful references to guide the lay reader, as 
well as the professional worker. The Traveling Library has three 
reading lists on the subject that are available for the asking. 

One of the most complete, up-to-date aids is Selected References on 
Aging, an Annotated Bibliography, 1955. Compiled for the Committee 
on Aging by the Library of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Sovernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. 30 cents. 





SUMMARY OF THs MINUTES OF THE 
FREE LIPRARY COMMISSION MaETING 
MARCH 20, 1956 








A special meeting of the Commission was held in the Commission 
office on March 20,with all the members of the Commission, the 
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acting secretary, and three other members of the consultant staff 
present. 


The tentative draft of "A Plan for Library Development in 
Wisconsin}' for the use of federal funds in the event that the 
Library Services Act becomes law,was discussed and approved. It 
is to be transmitted to the U.S. Office of Education as a possible 
method for spending any federal grants-in-aid. 


A progress report was made by Mr. Barton, chairman of the 
Selection Committee, on the Bureau of Personnel's work toward 
certifying candidates for the secretary's position. At the request 
of the Bureau, the chairman appointed a special committee to con-= 
fer with Mrs. Morgan at the close of the Commission meeting on 
formulating principles for evaluation of state-level experience. 
Mr. Barton and Mr. Adolfson were appointed. 


The schedule of meetings proposed by the Legislative Council 
Advisory Committee on the library study was outlined, and the re- 
mainder of the Commission meeting was spent in discussing the 
Commission's presentation of the "Plan" at the March 21-Advisory 
Committee meeting and at the WLA district meetings. 





WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEWS 





Wisconsin Librarian of the Year Award 





A resolution adopted at the 1955 convention established the 
Wisconsin Librarian of the Year Award,to be bestowed annually upon 
a librarian of the State in recognition of outstanding leadership 
and accomplishment in library service for his comnunity and the 
State. In recognition of this honor, the recipient will receive a 
suitable plaque during the annual convention. The resolution 
authorized the Committee on Awards and Honors to prepare standards 
and procedures for the award, subject to approval of the Executive 
Board. , 


Standards 


The librarian receiving the award shall be a member of the 
Wisconsin Library Association and shall be currently employed in 
the State of Wisconsin, either as an administrator or as a member 
of a library staff. 


The award shall be granted in recognition of outstanding 
leadership and accomplishment in one or more of the following 
activities: 


1. 


26 


he 
Se 


ll. 
12. 
13. 
1h. 
15. 
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Library management 

Library training 

Distinguished service to the profession 

a. Outstanding participation in activities of professional li- 
brary associations 

be. Notable published writing 

c. Other notable activity on behalf of the profession, such as 
recruitment 


Emphasis on the human qualities of service in librarianship 


Contribution to the reading of children, young people, and 
adults 


Community betterment through library activities 
Broadened scope of library services 
Improvement in the quality of library services 
Improvement in the mechanics of library techniques 
Service as a municipal officer beyond the call of duty 
Extension of library services--rural and urban 
Public relations and publicity 
Adult education in the library, including discussion groups 
Reorganization of a library or organization of a new library 
Library building 
Procedures for the Submission of Names 


Recommendations for citations must be submitted to the chair- 


man of the Committee on Awards and Honors not later than three months 
previous to the annual meeting. They may be submitted by any member 
of the Wisconsin Library Association, any library board, or any 
individual library trustee. 


Names may be submitted in the form of a letter, which should 


identify the librarian and the library, indicate the area or areas 
in which recognition is sought (see Standards), describe the achieve- 
ments, and indicate periods when the achievements were accomplished. 
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Procedures and Duties of the Committee 


Not later than January of each year, the committee shall call 
the attention of librarians, library boards, and WLA members to the 
Wisconsin Librarian of the Year Award, and ask for nominations, 
outlining the standards for the honor, methods for making nomina- 
tions, and the procedures followed in making the awards. 


No more than one such award shall be conferred in any one year, 
and, if, in the judgment of the committee, in any given year, no 
librarian qualifies for such recognition, it shall not be made in 
such year. 


In choosing the recipient, the committee shall verify achieve- 
ments of persons recommended for the honor, and the decision of the 
committee is final. 


The committee shall prepare a written citation to be read at 
the annual meeting, arrange for the plaque, and confer with the 
president on suitable ceremonies. It shall notify the recipient of 
the award sufficiently in advance so that he can plan to be present, 
and shall make arrangements for his entertainment at the conference 
as a guest of the Association. 


Ruby Roeder, Librarian, Beaver Dam 

Natalie Huhn, Librarian, Oshkosh 

Margaret Paulus, Librarian, West 
Allis 

Ione Nelson, Free Library Commis- 
sion 

Marjorie Perham, Racine Public 
Library, Chairman 


Standards and procedures were approved by members of the 
Executive Board according to a letter from Gertrude Thurow dated 
March 15; 1956. 





Wisconsin Library Trustee of the Year Award 





At the state convention of the Wisconsin Library Association, 
to be held September 30-October 2,in Madison, an award in the form 
of a plaque will be conferred on an outstanding 1956 Wisconsin li- 
brary trustee. Should there be such a person in your community, 
the Committee on Awards and Honors suggests that you consider sub- 
mitting his name for such award before July 1, 1956. 


Criteria for the Award 


The award shall be bestowed on a trustee in actual service 
during all or part of the year in which he is honored. Recogni- 
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tion is to be given for constructive accomplishment in library 
service rather than for length of service. The honor will be 
conferred in recognition of: 


1. Constructive accomplishments toward the advancement of library 
service and the development of sound library policies 


2. Creative and effective work in interpreting the library to the 
community and in bringins its problems before the eyes of deci- 
sion-making leaders in the comrunity 


3. Persistent devotion to the tasks involved in a position of 
social responsibility 


he Wisdom and sound judgment in applying to library procedure 
ideas which have brought greater service and efficiency 


Who May Submit Names 


Any library board - Any individual trustee - Any member of the 
Wisconsin Library Association 


How to Submit Names 


Recommendations may be in the form of a letter addressed to 
the chairman of the Committee on Awards and Honors (Marjorie Perham, 
Racine Public Library). The letter should identify the trustee and 
the library, and should include a report of the trustee's achieve- 
ments, following the outline in the paragraph, Criteria for the 
Award. 


Deadline is July 1, 1956 





Administration of the Award 


In selecting the recipient of the award, the committee's deci- 
sion is final. No more than one such award is to he made in one 
year. However, the award may be passed if no one is nominated with 
sufficiently outstanding achievements. 


Ruby Roeder, Librarian, Beaver Dam 

Natalie Huhn, Librarian, Oshkosh 

Margaret Paulus, Librarian, West 
Allis 

Ione Nelson, Consultant, Free 
Library Commission 

Marjorie Perham, Reference 
Librarian, Racine 
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Message From Your Membership Committee 





DID YOU KNOW... 


That members of the Wisconsin Library Association receive the 
Wisconsin Library Bulletin? 





This is only one of the advantages of membership in WLA. \ 
Members also have the privilege of attending the annual meeting, 
from which we return to our own libraries inspired to carry out 
the many rewarding ideas we receive at the various sessions. 


—_ 


In my experience, I have found that librarians are ambitious 
people, not for themselves but for their libraries. They are for- 
ever striving to give the best possible service to the largest 
number of people. It is through the combined efforts of WLA and 
the staff of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission that we have 
been able to provide better and larger units of library service. 


WLA has accomplished much in promoting the Wisconsin Idea in 
library servite. With 100 per cent membership, we would be able to 
accomplish the goal toward which our leaders are working and toward 
which we, in our own small way, are working. 


WLA NEEDS YOU! YOU NEED WLA! Won't you apply for membership 
today, if you have not already done so? Dues are payable to Mr. 
H. Vail Deale, Director, Beloit College Libraries, Beloit, Wisconsin. 


Lucille Leuschner, Chairman 





Wisconsin Co-operates for Federal Bill 





The Wisconsin Library Association has joined the ranks of the 
state library associations which have made contributions to the 
Federal Bill Fund. The board decided to contribute the amount of 
one hundred dollars to be used for implementing the passage of the 
bill. Grace T. Stevenson has termed this co-operation on the part 
of the library associations "a heart-warming instance of our pro- 
fessional solidarity." 





The Legislative Council's Advisory Committee to Study Library f 
Service in Wisconsin met on March 21, 1956, to continue its study l 
of library service in Wisconsin. Those invited to this meeting 
were representatives of the Wisconsin Library Association, Wisconsin 
Library Trustees Association, Special Libraries Association, the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, and the Library School of the 
University of Wisconsin. 





— 
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Personal News 





Katherine Flynn, librarian of Shorewood Public Library, and her 
board have been working hard on a program of library expansion and 
remodeling. To celebrate its completion, an open house was held at 
the library, located at 2209 East Capitol Drive, on Sunday afternoon, 
March , from three to five o'clock. Helen Terry, vice president 
of the Wisconsin Library Association, represented the organization 
and extended its congratulations. 





A number of changes have recently been made on the Eau Claire 
Public Library staff. Mrs. Ruth Wuori, a new member, will be found 
at the circulation desk in either the adult or children's department. 
She received her degree in library science from the University of 
Minnesota. Her experience includes five years as children's li- 
brarian at the District of Columbia Public Library and one year as 
reference librarian in the United States Department of Agriculture 
Library. Mrs. Ethel Gordon is in charge of registration, and 
Jacqueline Kelly will handle Wisconsin materials previously handled 
by Mrs. Ethel Santella. 





"Miss Leila Janes of Fond du Lac and Mrs. C. Le. Shunk of 
Menomonee Falls have tendered their resignations, to become effective 
in March. Both have been feted by their communities, receiving sin- 
cere and tangible expressions of appreciation, as well as lovely 
testimonials of their conscientious work, their zeal, and accomplish- 
ments in the libraries of their communities. 


"To them we also extend our hearty thanks for the contributions 
they have made to the profession and our Association. To them we 
wish to convey our wishes for happy years ahead in retirement, years 
in which they can still serve the cause as ardent ‘friends of the 
library.' We will miss their participation as acting librarians, but 
know, at the same time, that their interest will continue, and we 
hope to see them at many more WLA meetings." 


WLA President's Letter 
March 22, 1956 
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THE WISCONSIN SCHOOL OF THE AIR 





Book Trails List 





Junket. Anne White. Viking. 1955. $2.75. 
*Big Tree. Mary and Conrad Buff. Viking. 1946. $3. 
“Vionderful Flight to the Mushroom Planet. Eleanor Cameron. 
Little, Brown. 1554. $2.75. 
Trail-Driving Rooster. Fred Gipson. Harper. 1555. $2.25. 
x#Some Merry Adventures of Robin Hood. Howard Pyle. Scribner. 
1902 + 155k. $20506 
#The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. C. S. Lewis. Macmillan. 
1950. 920/56 
Plain Girl. Virginia Sorenson. Harcourt, Brace. 1655. $2.50, 














The Wheel on the School. Meindert De Jong. Harper. 155). $3. 

Golden Mare. Wm. Corbin. Coward McCann. 1555. $2.75. 

#Honk, the Moose. Phil Stong. Dodd, Mead. 1935. Cadms. $3. 

The tong Christmas Eve. Elizabeth Duryea. Houghton, Mifflin. 
195. $2025.60 

Boy of the Islands. Wm. Lipkind. Harcourt, Brace. 195). $2.50. 

#Robinson Crusoe. Daniel [Tefoe. Any edition. Lippincott Classics. 
19,8. $3. Grosset. 1546. Illustrated Junior Library. $2. 














Once the Mullah. A. Ge Kelsey. Longmans Green. 155). $2.50. 
*Kari, the Elephant. D. G. Mukerji.e Dutton. 1522. $2.75. 
“Year of the Mintie May. M. W. Sanders. Putnam. 155. $2.50. 
s#Hayfoot, Straw-Foot. Erick Berry. Viking. 195). $2.50. 
Panchito. Loren Good. Coward McCann. 1955. $2.50. 
##Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea. Jules Verne. Rand McNally. 
195. %2.60. Scott Foresman has a simplified edition. $2. 

















The Ordeal of the Young Hunter. Jonreed Lauritzen. Little, Brown. 
pO a ee 
#Mere Michel and Her Cat. Margaret Cardew. John Day. 1955. $2.25. 
The Matchlock Gun. W. D. Edmonds. Dodd, Mead. 191. $2.75. 
The Wonderful World of Mathematics. L. T. Hogben. Garden City 
BookSe 1955. d20 6 
Paddle-to-the-Sea. H. C. Holling. Houghton, Mifflin. 1948. $3. 
500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins. Dr. Seuss. Vanguard. 1538. 
Cadmuse $2.50. 
Jeb and the Flying Jenny. Dorothea Snow. Houghton, Mifflin. 165). 
$26 























# Available from publisher. 
wx Any edition will do. 





== 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 





A reading rate improvement course will be offered at the Racine 
Public Library, starting February 28. The group, which is limited 
to 20 adults, will meet every Tuesday and Thursday evening for six 
weeks. Roy L. Piggins, English teacher at a Racine high school, will 
instruct the class. The fee for the entire course is $15. This will 
be the fifth such program sponsored by the Racine library in recent 
years. Any net income is applied toward the amortization of five 
reading acceleration machines purchased several years ago. 





Wisconsin librarians are invited to attend a two-day conference 
on "Armaments Control and World Peace," on May 11 and 12, at the 
University of Wisconsin Memorial Union in Madison. The Honorable 
Harold E. Stassen, Special Assistant to the President, will deliver 
the keynote address at 3:30 Friday, and a number of Government ex- 
perts will take part in the panel discussions to follow. 


The purpose of the conference is twofold. First, it will en- 
able a selected group to participate in an examination of some of 
the most crucial world issues of our time. Second, the conference 
will provide an opportunity for achieving a better understanding of 
international relations. Library-sponsored discussion groups in 
this field should gain considerable timely information for their own 
use from this program. In addition, the Bureau of Government at the 
University of Wisconsin is especially interested in working closely 
with community leaders who wish to develop world affairs programs at 
the local level. 


The registration fee of $2 is payable to the University Exten- 
sion Division. Reservations for the dinner meeting, Friday, at 6:00, 
will cost an additional $2.75, and must be made by May 9. 





75th Annual ALA Conference 





The 75th annual conference of the American Library Association 
will be held in Miami Beach, June 17 to 23, with 3,500 librarians 
expected to participate in a program which has been streamlined to 
provide sufficient free time for enjoyment of the famous resort 
facilities of the area. 


A conference innovation will be programs at three of the five 
general sessions which ALA is presenting jointly with various ALA 
divisions. 


Two meetings of the ALA Council and a membership meeting will 
deal largely with final steps in effecting ALA reorganization which 
was approved by Council action in previous meetings. 
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Here are some high lights of the conference: 


The second general session on Tuesday (June 19) afternoon, 
jointly sponsored by ALA with the Public Libraries Division, will 
be devoted to "A Case for Notable Books," discussed by a prominent 
author, publisher, critic, and librarian. 


Author Jessamyn West will be speaker at the third general ses~ 
sion, Wednesday (June 20) evening, jointly sponsored with the Divi- 
sion of Libraries for Children and Young People, American Associa- 
tion of School Librarians, and National Book Committee. 


P,. M. Sherlock, Vice Principal, University College of the West 
Indies, Jamaica, B.W.I., will address the fourth general session, 
jointly sponsored with the Association of College and Reference 
Libraries, Division of Cataloging and Classification, and Library 
Education Division. 


The annual Newbery-Caldecott Awards dinner will be held on 
Tuesday (June 19) evening. The Children's Library Association is 
also conducting a unique auction of valuable books, original il- 
lustrations, and related items on Wednesday (June 20) evening in 
behalf of the Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship Fund, and a story- 
telling festival honoring noted storytellers on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday mornings. The AYPL is conducting a workshop on 
"Introducing Books to Young People" on Tuesday and Wednesday (June 
19 and 20) mornings. 


An unusual ard lively ABC party (authors, books, conversation) 
will be held by PLD's Notable Books Council, just following the 
Tuesday general session, at which top-ranking authors, publishers, 
and librarians will be hosts to small groups for informal conversa- 
tion about the books which each host will have in hand. 


The AASL is conducting a cruise dinner aboard a Biscayne Bay 
excursion ship on Sunday (June 17) evening with well know Florida 
authors of children's books as guests. 


The American Association of Library Trustees will top off its 
program with a dinner meeting on Thursday (June 21) evening. The 
speaker will be Hodding Carter, author, editor and publisher, Delta 
Democrat-Times, Greenville, Miss. 





A public relations workshop will be conducted by the ALA 
Public Relations Committee on Sunday, June 17, with Malcolm S,. 
Knowles, administrative co-ordinator of the Adult Education As- 
sociation, as consultant. Afterncon and evening sessions will 
deal with "Personal Relations in Public Relations." . 
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An adult education workshop, with Mr. Knowles acting as con- 
sultant, will be conducted Monday through Friday mornings, on "The 
Use of Community Resources and Library Materials." The five-day 
workshop is sponsored jointly by the Adult Education Board, PLD 
Adult Education Section, Audio-Visual Board, Audio-Visual Round 
Table, and ALA Adult Education Office. 


The annual luncheon of the Friends of Libraries will be held 
on Thursday, June 21. 


Conference reservations should be made by addressing the ALA 
Housing Bureau, P.O. Box 1511, Miami Beach, Florida. (The November 
1955-ALA Bulletin carried a list of the conference hotels, with 
rates. 





American Association of School Librarians 
To Meet in Miami Beach, Florida 
June 17-23, 1956 











The American Association of School Librarians will meet in 
Miami Beach, Florida, June 17-23, during the 75th annual conference 
of the American Library Association. 


A Sunday evening cruise on Biscayne Bay, tours of elementary, 
junior, and senior high schools in the Greater Miami area, and a 
State Assembly breakfast are being planned. 


A joint meeting of school librarians with the Division of 
Librarians for Children and Young People from the public library 
group will have as guest speaker Jessamyn West, a well known writer 
of stories about and for young people. A workshop with the theme, 
"Let's Talk About Binding," is being cosponsored by these groups. 


In addition, an instructional materials workshop will be held 
under the direction of Dr. Louis Shores, dean of the Library School 
at Florida State University. Dr. Joe Hall, associate superintendent 
for the Dade County public schools, will deliver the keynote address 
for the workshop. 





Library Given Name for Faithful Librarian 





An open house at the Public Library in Menomonee Falls on 
April 7 marked a very important and unusual event in library 
history in Wisconsin. That library was fifty years old on March 
26, and for fifty years Mrs. Maude Shunk has been serving as its 
librarian. Friends, including patrons of the library and well- 
wishers from near and far, gathered to congratulate the librarian 
on her fine record of service. The Library Board planned the 








76 


program, while the local Women's Club planned and served the re- 
freshments. Early in the afternoon, a plaque was presented to 
the library by the president of the Village Board. The plaque 
bears this inscription: 


Maude Shunk Library 
Named in Commemoration of Her 50 Years 
Of Faithful Service to the Community 
April 7, 1956 


What a fine tribute for any commnity to pay its librarian! Re- 
cently, at a meeting of the Women's Club, Mrs. Shunk was given a 
purse of $50 as a token of their appreciation for her service. 
Until a new librarian can be found, Mrs. Shunk will continue in 
her usual place. 





POSITIONS OPEN 





Professional 
Extension Librarian. Public Library, Appleton. Full charge of Ex- 
tension Department, serving city and county schools. Experience: 
Required. Age: Under 45. Woman. Salary range: $3,600-$),,560. 
Vacation: Four weeks. Sick leave. Retirement. Library building 
newly remodeled. Apply to Miss Edith A. Rechcygl, Librarian. 





Librarian. Public and school library, Laona. To have charge of 

rary with a school librarian to assist. Experience: One year. 
Vacation: Two weeks. Retirement. “oman. Salery range: $2,00- 
$2,700. Job open Sept. 1 or earlier. Apply to Mrs. A. F. Evans, 
Secretary, Library Board. 


Adult Department Assistant. Public Library, South Milwaukee. 
General circulation and readers! advisory service to adults and 
young people. Experience: Preferred. Salary range: 3,600- 
$3,800. Vacation: Four weeks. Sick leave, Retirement. Apply 
to Mrs. Meta D. Nelson, Librarian. 





Assistant Reference Librarian. Public Library, Manitowoc. To as- 
sist with reference, have charge of film service, do some publicity. 
Experience: Preferred. Woman. Saiary: Open. Vacation: Four 
weeks. Sick leave. Wisconsin Municipal Retirement and Social 
Security. Apply to Miss Alberta Seiz, Librarian. 





Nonprofessional 
Head Librarian. Public Library, Menomonee Falls. Age: 25 or over. 
Woman. Educational qualifications: Grade 3 Wisconsin Library 
Certificate or college degree. Experience: Preferred. Salary 
range: $3,000-$3,500. Vacation: Two weeks. Sick leave. Apply 
to Mrs. Maude Shunk, Librarian. 








77 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 





Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 





For Younger Children 





Frasconi, Antonio. See and Say, guarda e parla, mira y habla, 
regarde et parle; a picture book in four languages. 1955. Unpaged. 
Tllus. Harcourt, paper=covered bds., $3. 

Familiar objects are pictured in distinguished colored woodcuts 
and named in English, Italian, French, and Spanish. Its value is 
in the awareness of other languages it arouses in children of 
elementary grades. 


Gardner, Lillian. Somebody Called Booie. 1955. 56p. Illus. 
Watts, $2.50. 
Small boys, beginning to read themselves, will enjoy this story 
of eight-year-old Booie and how he resolved his problems of a baby 

nickname and his inability to hit a baseball. 


Johnson, Crockett. Harold and the Purple Crayon. 1955. 6p. 
Tllus. Harper, $1.50; Library edition, $leld. 

"An ingenious and original little picture book in which a small 
boy out for a walk--happily with a crayon in his hand--draws him- 


self some wonderful adventures." Horn Book. 





Johnston, Johanna. Sugarplum. 1955. Unpaged. Illus. Knopf, $2. 
Sugarplum is a sintature © doll who is always getting lost. The 
delightful cadence of the prose and the delicate drawings in black- 
and-white and pinks and blues combine to make an excellent reading- 

aloud book for preschool story hour or family reading. 


For Older Boys and Girls 








Brown, Vinson. How to Make & Miniature Zoo. 1956, 212p. Illus. 
Little, $2.75. 636 
Whether it be for a family or school project, this handbook on 
making and managing a miniature zoo for small animals will be most 
useful. It emphasizes not only the fun and value of zoo keeping 
but the need for conscientiousness and humaneness on the part of 

the zoo keeper. Grades 5-8, 


Colver, Anne. Yankee Doodle Painter. 1955. 175p. Illus. Knopf, 
$2.75. 
"An animated narrative account of the painting and exhibiting of 
Yankee Doodle, or 'The Spirit of '76,' as seen through the eyes of 
young Will Colver, a nephew of the artist, Archibald Willard, a 
relatively unknown commercial painter." Booklist. Grades 6-8, 
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Hofsinde, Robert. Indian Sign Language. 1956. 96p. Illus. 
Morrow, $2.50. 419.1 

Over 500 words in Indian sign lanzuaze are described in text and 
picture. Useful for Boy Scout and Girl Scout programs and will 
provide fun for many individual boys and girls. 





Lawson, Robert. Captain Kidd's Cat. 1956, 152p. Little, $3. 
"Being the true and dolorous chronicle of Wm. Kidd, Gent. and 

Merchant of New York, Late Captain of the Adventure Galley,eee 

as Narrated by his faithful cat, McDermot" is the way Robert Lawson 

subtitles this story that treats with humor the Kidd myth. Pat- 

terned similarly to Mr. Revere and I and Ben and Me, it shows the 

same careful research and the same tongue-in-cheek fun. Grades l- 








Ladd, Elizabeth. Janie. 1955. 189p. Morrow, $2.50. 

"A long October week end on a Maine island furnishes a real 
mystery as well as more usual holiday fun for Janie and her cousin 
Rickeee Just as skillful a portrayalof character and atmosphere 
as there is in the author's Enchanted Island." Horn Book. Grades 


=~ 


Rouze, Michel. The Mystery of Mont Saint-Michel. 1955, 190p. 
Illus. Holt, $2.75. 

Translated from the French, this is an unusually well written, 
suspenseful story of four French boys and one girl who, exploring 
the famous abbey at Mont Saint-Michel, get lost in a network of 
passages and caves and use their ingenuity in meeting the danger. 
Grades 6-8, 

Spykman, E. Ce. A Lemon and a Star. 1955, 2llp. Harcourt, $2.75. 
"A remarkable evocation of turn-of-the-century growing-up in a 
story with strong feeling of particular family reminiscence and at 
the same time of universal childhood... The story opens on Jane's 
tenth birthday and is more from her point of view than that of her 
older brother or her younger brother am sister, though each on 

occasion has special triumphe" Horn Book. Grades )-6. 











For Young People 





Gard, Robert Edward. A Horse Named Joe. 1956. 237p. Illus. 
Duell, $2756 

"Having spent two years in a reform school after being falsely 
accused and convicted of theft, Sam McRae returns to the J-Bar 
ranch in Alberta to face the distrust of his Uncle Jake and the 
jibes of Kip Hackler, a rival rodeo rider. Through the horse 
named Joe, a bedraggled stray pony at first as unwelcome as him- 
self, Sam gradually rebuilds his self-confidence, proves his 
honesty, and wins the money to start his own ranch..." Booklist. 
Junior and senior high school. 
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Heinlein, Robert Anson. Tunnel in the Sky. 1955. 273p. Scribner, 
$2.50. 

"In the far distant future, when a new mode of time-space travel 
based upon Einstein's relativity and mass conversion equations has 
made rocket ships as passe as the horse and buggy, Rod Walker takes 
the course in survival required of those preparing to colonize the 
Outlands... Tense science fiction with sociological implications 
and the author's usual sly satire." 





Hinternhoff, John F. Decatur of High Barbary. 1955. 22lp. Illus. 
Holt, $2. 75 e 

It is through the story of Andrew Rountree's naval career that 
the biography of Decatur unfolds. The close personal relationship 
of Rountree with his beloved superior officer emphasizes the hu- 
manity of the man; the fight for the principle of the freedom of 
the seas is exemplified by the naval actions during the War of 
1812 and war with the Barbary pirates. Grades 7-9. 





Anthologies 


Barrows, Marjorie, ed. The Children's Hour. v. 1-12, c. 1953; 
Ve 13-16, c. 1954. Spencer Press school and library ed. D grade 
impregnated blue Bancroft buckram, distributed to schools and 
public libraries only by Spencer Press, $85, less 20% discount. 
This set is reviewed fully in the July 1955 issue of Subscription 
Books Bulletin with the recommendation that it is"only for homes 
that do not have easy access to reliable buying guides and to 
bookstores, and for libraries where additional poetry and story 
anthologies are really needed." There is a de luxe edition, dis- 
tributed only by representatives of Sears, Roebuck & Co. to the 
public, for $119.50. 











Martignioni, Margaret. The Illustrated Treasury of Children's 
Literature. 1955. Illus. Grosset and Dunlap, paper-covered bds. 
with Clo th spine, $4.95. 028.5 





New Edition 


Picard, Barbara Leonie. Stories of King Arthur and His Knights. 
1955. 29lp. Illus. Oxford, $3. e2 

Attractively illustrated by wood engravings, this is a fine 
retelling in modern prose of the Arthurian legends, based on Malory 
and other sources. Grades 6-9, 








Before we close the books on the 1955 publications, the fol- 
lowing titles should be brought to your attention, even without 
annotations. 
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For Younger Children 





Adshead, Gladys L. Brownies--It's Christmas. 1955. Unpaged. 
Illus. Oxford, $2. 

Anderson, Clarence William. Blaze and Thunderbolt. 1955. 6p. 
Illus. Macmillan, $2.50; paper-covered bdSe, See 

Ardizzone, Edward. Little Tim and the Brave Sea Captain. 1955. 
Unpaged. Illus. Oxford, paper=-covered bds., $2.50. 

Booz, Elizabeth Benson. A Treat in a Trout. 1955. 59p. Illus. 
Houghton, $3. 

Bromhall, Winifred. The Princess and the Woodcutter's Daughter. 
1955. Unpaged. Illus. Knopf, $2. 

Broun, Emily. Ball for Little Bear. 1955. Unpaged. Illus. 
Aladdin, $2.75. 

Brown, Margaret Wise. Seven Stories About a Cat Named Sneakers. 
1955. lbp. Tllus. Scott, $2250. 

— Ruth, Digby, the only dog. 1955. 7p. Illus. Oxford, 
$2.75. 

Chalmers, Mary. Here Comes the Trolley Car. 1955. Unpaged. Il- 
lus. Harper, library edition, $2.50. 

Clymer, Eleanor (Lowenton). This Cat Came to Stay. 1955. 157p. 
Illus. Watts, $2.50. 

Coates, Belle. Barn Cat. 1955. 56p. Illus. Scribner, $2.25. 

Flora, James. The Fabulous Firework Family. 1955. Unpaged. 
Illus. Harcourt, paper-covered bds., $2.75. 

Geisel, Theodor Seuss. On Beyond Zebra. 1955. Unpaged. Illus. 
Random, paper=-covered bdSey $2.50. 

Havel, Victor. Fun-Time Magic; fascinating magic with easy-to- 
get materials. 1955. Unpaged. Illus. Children's Press, $2.80; 
paper, $1.50. 793.8 

Kay, Helen. One Mitten Lewis. 1955. Unpaged. Lothrop, paper- 
covered bds., $2. 

Kingman, Lee. Mikko's Fortune. 1955. 8p. Illus. Ariel, $2.75. 

Palazzo, Tony. Noah's Ark. 1955. Unpaged. Illus. Garden City, 
$2.50. (prebound edition available) 

Perera, Lydia. Frisky. 1955. Unpaged. Illus. Holiday, $2.25. 









































For Older Boys and Girls 





Blanch, Lesley. Around the World in Eighty Dishes; good food from 
other lands and how to cook iteee 1955. I1/2p. Illus. Harper, 





$36 64,2 
Boylston, Helen Dore. Clara Barton, founder of the Red Cross. 
1955. 182p. Illus. Random, £1.50. 921 


Brock, Emma Lillian. Plug-Horse Derby. 1955. 122p. Illus. 
Knopf, $2.50. 

Buehr, Walter. Harbors and Cargoes. 1955. 72p. Illus. Putnam, 
$2.50. 387.1 

Carpenter, Frances. Wonder Tales of Dogs and Cats. 1955. 255p. 
Illus. Doubleday, $3.50- 398 
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Colby, Carroll B. First Bow and Arrow. 1955. 8p. Illus. 
Coward-McCann, paper-covered bdSe, $2. 799 32 

ar ae William. Golden Mare. 1955. 122p. Illus. Coward-McCann, 
$2675. 

De Jong, Meindert. The Little Cow and the Turtle. 1955. 177p. 
Illus. Harper, $2.50. 

Derleth, August. Father Marquette and the Great Rivers. 1955. 




















188p. Illus. Farrar, $1.95. 921 
----- * Land of Sky-Blue Waters. 1955. 2llp. Illus. Aladdin, 
$2.75. 
Du Soe, Robert C. only the strong. 1955. 133p.e Longmans, $2.75. 
Eaton, Anne Thaxter. Welcome stmas: a garland of poetry. 
1955. 128p. Illus. Viking, 20506 808.81 
Epstein, Samuel. First Book of Mexico. 1955. 63p. Illus. Watts, 
$1.95. 917.2 


Evers, Alf. The Three Kings of Saba. 1955. Unpaged. Illus. 
Lippincott, $2.50. 

Fritz, Jean. 121 Pudding St. 1955. 219p. Illus. Coward-McCann, 
paper-covered bdSe,y Soelde 

Hahn, Emily. The First Book of India. 1555. 62p. Illus. Watts, 














$1.95. 915.4 
Hansen, Harry. Old Ironsides; the fighting "Constitution." 1955, 
180p. Illus. “Random, ¥1.50. 973-35 
Holbrook, Stewart Hall. Davy Crockett. 1955. 179p. Illus. 
Random, $1.50. 921 
Holden, Raymond Peckham. Famous Scientific Expeditions. 1955. 
143p. Illus. Random, $2.75. 508.3 


Lampman, Evelyn Sibley. The Shy Stegosaurus of Cripple Creek. 
1955. 219p. Illus. Doubleday, $2.75. 

Lenski, Lois. San Francisco Boy. 1955. 176p. Illus. Lippincott, 
$3. 

Lineaweaver, Charles. The First Book of Canada. 1955. 6p. Illus. 
Watts, $1.95. 917.1 

Meigs, Elizabeth Bleecker. Blue Palomino. 1955. 120p. Illus. 
Dutton, $2.50. 

Mirsky, Reba Paeff. Seven Grandmothers. 1955. 1151p. Illus. 
Follett, paper-covered bd8e, $225. 

Molloy, Anne. The Secret of the Old Salem Desk. 1555. 2h3p. 
Tllus. Ariel, $2.75. 

negaae*> Stella F. Reindeer Rescue. 1955. 1119p. Illus. Putnan, 

2:50. 

Steele, William 0. Tomahawks and Trouble. 213p. Illus. Harcourt, 

$2.50. 


























For Young People 





Adler, Irving. Fire in Your Life. 1955. 128p. Illus. Day, 
$2.75. 

Andrews, Roy Chapman. Quest of the Snow Leopard. 1955. 195p. 
Illus. Viking, $2.75. 
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Archibald, Joseph. Aviation Cadet. 1955. 167p. Longmans, $2.50. 
Arnold, Elliott. White Falcon. 1955. 2h6p. Illus. Knopf, $3. 
Baker, Nina (Brown). Texas Yankee; the story of Gail Borden. 1955. 








129p. Illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 921 
Berton, Pierre. Stampede for Gold. 1955. 176p. Illus. Knopf, 
$3. 917.21 


Blassingame, Wyatt. The French Foreign Legion. 1955. 182p. 
Illus. Random, $1.50. 

Boyd, William Clouser. Races and People. 1955. 189p. Illus. 
Abelard-Schuman, $2.75. 573 

Clason, Clyde B. Ark of Venus. 1555. 18lp. Illus. Knopf, 
paper-covered bds. with cloth backbone, $2. 

Cluff, Tom. Minutemen of the Sea. 1955. 223p. Illus. Follett, 
paper-covered bds., $2095; prebound, $3.16. 

oe G. White Gold in the Cassiar. 1955. 213p. Dodd, 

26756 

Goldman, Irving. First Men: the story of human beginnings. 1955. 
180p. Illus. Abelard-Schuman, $3. 573.3 

Headley, Elizabeth Cavanna. Diane's New Love. 1955. 223p. 
Macrae, $2.50. 

----- - Passport to Romance. 1955. 2l9p. Morrow, $2.75. 

Jensen, Davis E. My Hobby is Collecting Rocks and Minerals. 1555. 
122p. Illus. Hartepaper=covered bdse, $2295. 5u9 

Kitson, Harry Dexter. Vocations for Boys. Revised edition. 1955. 


























37lp. Harcourt, $3.75. 371.42 
Lofts, Norah. Eleanor the Queen. 1955. 2h9p. Doubleday, $2.50. 
921 





Sterling, Dorothy. Wall Street; the story of the stock exchange. 
1555. 128p. Illus. Doubleday, paper-covered bds., $2075. 332.61 

Malvern, Gladys. Mamzelle: a romance for teen-age girls set in the 
days of Dolly Madison. 1955. 208p. Macrae, $2.75. 

Tibbets, Albert B., comp. Youth, Youth, Youth. 1955. 2h6p. Illus. 
Watts, $3. 

White, Anne Terry. Will Shakespeare and the Globe Theater. 1955. 
182p. Illus. Random, $1.50. 921 
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RECENT ADULT BOOKS 





Selected and Edited by Orrilla T. Blackshear 


General Works-=-Philosophy 000-100 





Rossoff, Martin. The Library in High School Teaching. 1955. 12hp. 
Wilson, $2. 027.8 
Good coverage of library's role in high school teaching. Simpli- 
fied form, useful and practical suggestions, excellent bibliographies 
in each chapter. Valuable list of magazines for high school use. 
This is a basic work that should be in every high school library. 





Cook, Margaret Ge The New Library Key. 1956. 136p. Wilson, 
single copy, $1. 028.7 

This revised edition of The Library Key is aimed at a more mature 
audience than its predecessor. College students, teachers, and 
adults who want to learn to use the library will find this helpful. 
The general format of the book is a great improvement over the 
earlier edition. 








Runes, Dagobert D. On the Nature of Man. 1956. 105p. Philo- 
sophical, $3. 104 

A potpourri of primitive philosophical fables, parables, and 
epigrams. Like most such collections, its usefulness depends upon 
the degree of application by the reader. The volume will have no 
reference value and only limited appeal. 


Linscott, Robert Newton, and Stein, Jess, eds. You Do What You 
Dol a guide to self-understanding. 1956. 305p. endear $3005 
131.341 
The advice on self-understanding is given by 22 widely known 
authorities covering problems of marriage and family life, emotional 
maturity, neuroses, among others. 





Religion--Social Science--Language 200-300-l,00 





Deen, Edith. All of the Women of the Bible. 1955. 10p. Harper, 
$95. 220.92 

The first comprehensive book to be written about all of the women 
of the Bible, this book includes both named and unnamed women. An 
outstanding book that will have reference value to the Bible student 
and the general reader. 








Ditzen, Lowell Russell. You Are Never Alone. 1956. 25p. Holt, 
$3.50. 248 

An inspirational book for the person who is faced with one of the 
great problems of modern society--loneliness. A useful book with a 
helpful bibliography. 








8h, 





Brillhart, Florence C. Together We Praise Him, group worship for 
women. 1956. lbp. Revell, $2. 26h 

Helpful suggestions for the women who are planning worship 
programs. 


Merton, Thomas, The Living Bread. 1956. 157p. Farrar, $3. 





265.3 

This beautifully written summary of the teachings of the Catholic 
Church on the Eucharist was written at the request of a new move- 
ment, recently commenced for the purpose of daily adoration of the 
Blessed Eucharist among priests of the secular clergy. 


Gaer, Joseph. How the Great Religions Began. 1956. 2p. Dodd, 
$3.956 290 

A new and revised edition of an earlier work--1929--this popular 
guide to the study of the great religions fills a distinct need. 
Obviously for the average reader, these pieces cover the major 
religious beliefs of the earth, from earliest times to the present. 
Very readable. 





Collins, Thomas. The Golden Years. 1956. 25lp. Day, $3.75. ; 

301. 43 
The author's purpose was to write about some of the phases of 

retirement that need practical attention. It is addressed to the 

person who is planning for retirement or already has retired. 

Many of his suggestions are based on actual experiences. 





Cohn, David L. The Fabulous Democrats. 1956. 192p. Putnam, 

$4.956 329.3 
Subtitle: "A history of the Democratic Party in text and pictures." 

This book is intended to portray Democrats as they wish to appear, 

which will cause independents to raise their shoulders and Republi- 

cans their eyebrows. In no sense of the word could it be called 

propaganda for the '56 presidential election. Cohn enjoyed his 

work, and the Democrats will enjoy seeing themselves put in such a 

favorable light. 





Fleisher, Wilfrid. Sweden: the welfare state. 1956. 255p. Day, 

$4. 338.9485 
An authoritative picture of one of the small nations that has 

made an effort "to evolve an ideal pattern of life for its people." 


Bolte, Charles G. The Price of Peace, a plan for disarmament. 
1956. 108p. Beacon Press, $2.50. 341.57 

A writer, political and military observer associated with two 
different nations, Bolte outlines carefully why all previous dis- 
armament plans have failed, lays down the principles of enforced 
disarmament, and outlines a detailed plan for bringing these 
principles into being. Must be read carefully. 
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Hechinger, Fred M. An Adventure in Education. 1956. 266p. 
Macmillan, $30756 37961 

Here is the report of Connecticut's Fact-Finding Commission on 
Education, which explores many of the problems that are critical all 
over the country. A provocative book--bring it to the attention of 
your library patrons. 





Dreiman, David B. How To Get Better Schools. 1956. 267p. Harper, 
$3.50. 370.62 

Here is a handbook describing the work of the National Citizens 
Commission in its program for developing better schools. A reliable 
book that a public library should encourage patrons to read and 
discuss. 





Johnson, Wendell. Your Most Enchanted Listener. 1956. 215p. 
Harper, $3. 22 

A laudable but unsatisfactory attempt to present a simple explana- 
tion of the fundamentals of general semantics. The author has ap- 
plied lengthy illustrations and explanations of quite simple con- 
cepts, and left the reader at sea with theories of mch greater 
complexity. It is surprising that a group devoted to clear thinking 
and clear expression has so much difficulty in making itself under- 
stood. 





Natural Science--Useful Arts 500-600 





Reid, Constance. From Zero to Infinity, what makes numbers interest- 
ing. 1955. 145p. Crowell, 930 511 

This book does for numbers what George Stewart's Storm did for the 
weather, years ago: it breathes life and challenge into a seemingly 
lifeless body. Here are the history, the characteristics, and the 
lore of numbers, and,.while the book serves best the informed reader, 
it will have general reference value. 





Milne, Lorus, and Milne, Margery. The World of Night. 1956. 2h8p. 
Harper, $3075. 591.5 

An unusual book by a husband and wife author team, describing what 
happens under cover of darkness to birds, insects, reptiles, mammals, 
and fish in the many different environments they inhabit. Recommended. 





Sprunt, Alexander, Jr. North American Birds of Prey. 1955. 227p. 
Harper, $5. 598.2 

Well illustrated guide, but does not contain enough new material 
to justify purchase if library has other books on the subject. 
Sponsored by Audubon Society. 





Henderson, John, MeDe,y FeAeCeSe The Complete Book of First Aid. 

1955. 3h1p. Little, $3. 50. 614.88 
Emphasis is placed here on the importance of a practical working 

knowledge of first aid in relation to any type of civil disaster. 











86 


Illustrations add to the value of this guide to home medical care 
and emergency care. 


Hawkins, Leonard C. The Man in the Iron Lung: the Frederick B. 
Snite, Jr., story. 1956. 3pe Doubleday, $3.75. 616.83 or 921 
The story of Frederick B. Snite, Jr., one of the first polio 
paralytics whose life was spent in an iron lung. This tribute 
shows the courage and faith that made Snite's life a triumph rather 


than a tragedy. 


Free, James Lamb. Just One More. 1955. 21lp. Coward-McCann, 

$3.50. 616.86 
Subtitle: "Concerning the problem drinker." This book is writ- 

ten specifically for the person who wishes to help the alcoholic. 





Keyhoe, Donald E. The Flying Saucer Conspiracy. 1955. 315p. 
Holt, $3.50. 629.13 
Another book by the man who believes there are flying saucers, 
that they are from outer space, that they may be hostile, and that 

they should be acknowledged as such. Like all zealots, Major 
Keyhoe sounds one note, but he sounds it well, and, if he turns 
out to be right, he will be regarded as a seer. 





Lisle, Clifton. Pastures New; a hill farm in the making. 1956. 
2hlp. Farrar, $3.50. 630601 

A search for the right home in the country was rewarded by find- 
ing a farm west of Philadelphia in beautiful country. The nature 
lover, the gardener, and many others will enjoy the author's ap- 
preciation of local legend, his respect for the soil, and his love 
of the peace and beauty of nature. 





Sanderson, Ivan T. Follow the Whale. 1956. 23p. —* - 

392 

A comprehensive, short account of man's relationship with whales 
from the earliest times, with an immense amount of fascinating and 
reliable information about whales themselves. The author has an 
admirable talent for presenting accurate scientific and historical 
information in a pleasing, readable style. Recommended for the 
popular science shelf, and especially for readers who like the sea 
and/or animals. 





Good Housekeeping. Guide to Successful Homemaking, comp. by the 
eds. of Good Housekeeping. 1956. 320p. Harper, $5.95. 640 

Here is a complete, comprehensive guide to efficient and re- 
warding homemaking, which has been revised frequently. The contents 
are from the pages of Good Housekeeping magazine and cover every 
phase of homemaking. 











Griffith, Corinne. Eggs I Have Known. 1955. 230p. Farrar, $3.50. 
641.5 

An unusual book of recipes, with anecdotes by the author concern- 
ing the people and circumstances which produced these recipes. 
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Esquire Cookbook, by the editors of Esquire magazine. Introd. by 
Arnold Gingrich. 1955. 322p. MeGrawiiTT, $5.956 641.5 

Unusual recipes that are not beyond the purse of the average cook. 
Imagination is important to their success. 


Hines, Duncan. Duncan Hines' Food Odyssey. 1955. 27hp. Crowell, 


$3.95. 641.5 
An authority on good eating recounts his experiences and recipes 


acquired in his travels. 





Clark, Grace Grosvenor. The Best in Cookery in the Middle West. 
1956. 355p. Doubleday, 930 (De 641.59 
This is a friendly cookbook--an invitation to sit down and read. 
The recipes are practical, and little tricks and dashes make the 
food savory and tasty. Includes ideas for parties and menus. A 
welcome addition to the kitchen shelf and one for all libraries. 





Keller, Allan. Grandma's Cooking. 1955. 2h0p. Prentice-Hall, 
$3.50. 61.59 

Memories of a New England country kitchen fill this cookbook. 
Interspersed with recipes are stories of how Grandma used her 
kitchen skills to do more than satisfy appetites. 





Fine Arts--Literature 700-800 








Bannister, Roger. The Four Minute Mile. 1955. 252p. = Sm. 
796.42 
A good sports biography of the young British medical student who 
ran a mile in less than four minutes on the track at Oxford Uni- 
versity. 


Kingston, Lyle. On Behalf of the Hunted. 1955. 139p. C. C. 

Nelson Pub. Co., Appleton, Wise, $30 799 
The author's views on conservation as they have appeared in his 

weekly column, "Common-Sense Conservation," in the Green Bay Gazette 

in the past several years. Fishing receives particular emphasis. 

A book for all Wisconsin libraries. 





Grey, Hugh, and McCluskey, Ross, eds. Field & Stream Treasury. 
1955. 35lp. Holt, $5. 199.082 

Articles and stories selected from the pages of Field and Stream 
since 1895. A real treasure for the sportsman. 











Williams, William Carlos. Journey to Love. 1955. 87p. ee $3. 
Mature and serene in his talent, Mr. Williams continues to offer 

imagery of the highest order. Many items in this slim collection 

of 16 poems deserve to be included with his best works. 
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Armour, Richard. It All Started With Europa. 1955. 119p. 
McGraw-Hill, $2.75. 817. 5 

Subtitle: "Being an undigested history of Europe from pre- 
historic man to the present, proving that we remember best what- 
ever is least important." Hilarious history! 





Rogers, Will. Sanity is Where You Find It. Edited by Donald Day. 
1955. 2hlupe Houghton, O30 817.5 
Vintage selections from 1920's and early 1930's. Many of his 
trenchant comments sound like they came out of this morning's 

paper. Plus ca change, plus sont le meme. 








Santee, Ross. Dog Days. 1955. 2hlpe Scribner, $3.95. 818.5 
The fascinating story of the author's boyhood in a little Iowa 
town and his adventures with his friends and his dog. 


Description and Travel 910 





Willis, William. The Gods Were Kind. 1955. 252p. Dutton, = 
910. 

"An epic 6,700-mile voyage alone across the Pacific." The author 
traveled much farther than the Kon-Tiki expedition on his little 
raft--and alone at that--but to far less purpose, apparently, and 
he writes it up with far less verve and interest for the reader. 
However, the author's inner adventures and his account of them may 
give this book a real place in the literature of the solitary. 





Bowles, Cynthia. A Home in India. 1956. 1188p. Harcourt, $3. 
915.l 

The teen-age daughter of Chester Bowles, former United States 
Ambassador to India, tells of the twenty-one months she spent in 
India. Appeal for young people and adults. 





Seymour, John. One Man's Africa. 1956. 255p. Day, $e 916.8 

The author has spent considerable time in Africa--most of it in 
South Africa, and he writes here about the people of South Africa. 
A convincing picture. 





Biography 920-921 


Winwar, Frances. Wingless Victory, a biography of Gabriele 
D'Annunzio and Eleanora Dusé. ist e 37kp.e Harper, $5. 920 

Though limited perhaps in appeal, this book, wholly apart from 
the two chief characters, will interest the student of social 
history. Since it covers much of this century, it will be an in- 
formal guide for those looking for atmosphere for one World War 
and the interim before the second World War. Unconventional and 
not a little panegyric. 
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Burke, Norah. Jungle Child. 1956. 278p. Norton, $3.50. 921 
Norah Burke sat her childhood in India where her father served 
His Majesty's Government as forest officer. This is her delightful 
account of the years when her family traveled about from one jungle 

camp to another. Highly recommended. 


Carrouges, Michel. Soldier of the Spirit--the life of Charles 
de Foucauld. 1956. 300p. Putnam, $3. 5. 921 
Vicomte Charles de el although baptized a Catholic, fell 


away from the faith at the age of 15. While serving with the French 
Army in Algeria, he was so impressed by the faith and courage of 

the Islams that he decided to resign his Army post in order to make 
a trip through North Africa to better understand these people. He 
regained his faith and founded an order which still carries on ef- 
fective work in North Africa. 


Keyes, Nelson Beecher. Ben Franklin, an affectionate portrait. 
1956. 318p. Hanover, $2.95. 921 
A readable biography of a great American--Benjamin Franklin-- 
celebrates the 250th anniversary of his birth. The facts of his 

life are covered for the general reader. 


Ewen, David. Journey to Greatness; the life and music of George 
Gershwin. 1956. tip. Holt, $5. 921 or 780.8 

The complete story of George Gershwin's development as a musician 
and the successful life that he lived. His family co-operated in 


furnishing material to the author for this excellent biography. 





Jefferson, Thomas. A Jefferson Profile, as revealed in his letters. 

1956. 3259p. Day, D0 921 
The letters in this collection were selected and arranged by 

Saul K, Padover, which in his opinion are "the essence of Jefferson 

eee These letters make up, in sum, Jefferson's intellectual 

portrait, as painted by himself." 





Brooks, Van Wyck. Helen Keller. 1956. 166p. Dutton, $3. 921 
An illuminating portrait of a very famous woman whose courage 
in the face of her disabilities has been a continuous inspiration 

to her many friends. 





Lochner, Louis Pe. Always the Unexpected, a book of reminiscences. 
1956. 339p.e Macmillan, $5. 921 

A series of essays and articles by a gifted newspaperman. They 
roughly assume a chronological sequence, beginning with Lochner's 
European assignment in 1921. There is a quietness and a percep- 
tiveness, coupled with a total lack of bombast, which make these 
articles revelatory in two aspects: the character of this age, 
the character of Lochner himself, 
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Magidoff, Nila, and Ethridge, Willie Snow. Nila; her story as told 
to Willie Snow Ethridge. 1956. 2hlp. Simon & Schuster, $3.50. 
921 
The story of a charming, unpredictable woman, who was as Russian 
as the samovar and later became as Yankeefied as apple pie. Mar- 
ried to an NBC correspondent, she came to the U.S. and became a 
favorite lecturer. Highly entertaining. 


Hanson, Lawrence, and Hanson, Elisabeth. Passionate Pilgrim; the 
life of Vincent van Gogh. 1955. 300p. Random, $5. 
921 or 759.9492 

The personal life of the artist, rather than his artistic work, 
is given a well written and fascinating treatment by these authors, 
who did so well with Gauguin last year. This is not quite as good 
as Noble Savage, but is still highly recommended to libraries hav- 
ing calls for lives of painters. 





Pernoud, Regine. The Retrial of Joan of Arc; the evidence at the 


trial for her rehabilitation, 1450-1456. Tr. by J. M. Cohen. 
1955. 26lp. Harcourt, $h.75. 921 


From the foreword by Katherine Anne Porter: "Of all the books 
I have read on this subject, this is my choice, and the last, pro- 
foundly satisfying word for me, for any time to come." 


Lundgren, William Re Across the Tee Frontier; the story of a test 
pilot - Major Charles . Yeager, USAF. Foreword by J. H. Doolittle. 
1955. 288p. Morrow, $3.756 921 

A thrilling account of the development and test flight of the X-l, 
and the man who broke the sound barrier with it, Major Charles E,. 
Yeager. There are also illustrations of the plane and its pilot. 


Will interest young adults as well. 
History 900 


Churchill, Sir Winston S. A History of the English-Speakin 
Peoples. ve. 1, The Birth of Britain. 1956. Tp. toad, . 92 

egun many years ago, this history is for everyday readers rather 
than for scholars. He carries the reader breathlessly over the 
years, "from earliest times to the eve of the European discovery of 
the New World," and rewards him with a consistent philosophy of 
British history. Sir Winston plans to continue the history in 
three more volumes. 








Wright, Richard. The Color Curtain: a report on the Bandung con- 
ference. 1956. 22Ip. World, $3075. 950 

A subjective but factual report by the noted novelist and re- 
porter of the 29-nation conference in April 1955. In stressing the 
human and personal aspects of the meeting, the author, as observer, 
explores the racial and religious forces which will continue to 
shepe the destiny of Asia, Africa, and the world. 


wie wei 
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Chong, Kyong-jo. Korea Tomorrow. 1956. 384p. Macmillan, $5.95. 
951.9 

An up-to-date account of Korea, written by a Korean, in which he 
describes his country's history, social customs, religion, language 
and literature, economic and political structure. 





Trumbull, Robert. As I See India. 1956. 256p. Sloane, $i. 95) 
A report on modern India by a New York Times correspondent. Mr. 

Trumbull observed India in one of the most dramatic periods of her 

long history. His report is well written and thought provoking. 








Stevens, Edmund. North African Powder Keg. 1955. 273p. Coward- 
McCann, $3.75. 961 

A trouble spot in the African situation is described by a foreign 
correspondent of the Christian Science Monitor. 








Holbrook, Stewart Hall. The Columbia. 1956. 393p. Rinehart, $5. 
979-73 
The fiftieth volume in the Rivers of America series, written 
by a man who has lived many years on the Columbia River. He has 
told of the colorful history of this river, from early times to 
present day. Excellent bibliography. 


Recent Fiction 





Arkell, Reginald. The Miracle of Merriford. 1956. 187p. Reynal, 





The gentle story of what happened to an English village when a 
postwar American Air Force base upset life. 


Bloom, Harry. Episode in the Transvaal. 1955. 295p. Doubleday, 
$3.95. 

A novel of South Africa that centers around the determination of 
the people to win for their race the right to self-rule,. 





Buck, Pearl S. The Imperial Woman. 1956. 376p. Day, $295. 
The last Empress of China, Tzu Asi is the subject of this favorite 
author's latest novel. A Literary Guild selection. 





Hughes, Riley, ed. All Manner of Men. 1956. 3235p. Kenedy, $3.50. 
This book contains a collection of 25 short stories published 
since 1950 in leading Catholic periodicals. They are gathered into 
five groups: those with a particular point, stories from childhood, 
stories portraying affairs in adult life, and stories of crisis-- 
past and present. A new approach to writing is seen in these stories, 
which give their message through actions of characters and implica- 
tions rather than through a set plote 
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Kirst, Hans. The Revolt of Gunner Asch. Robt. Kee, tr. 3111p. 
1956. Little, B30. 

A humerous contribution to German postwar fiction, this book 
might be compared with the American comedy, "No Time For Sergeants." 
This book will not get the same enthusiastic reception, however, 
because our traditional military situation comedies are incongru- 
ous in the context of the mighty Wehrmacht. Implied throughout 
this book is the German philosophy, "We could have won if things 
had been different." 





O'Connor, Edwin. The Last Hurrah. 1956. h27p. Little, $i. 
This novel is so real, so convincing, and so accurate that it 
may in years to come be regarded as a quasi-documentary treatise. 

It's about city politics, and the chief character is the mayor, 
who has been in active politics for half a century. Mainly Irish 
in content, this novel treats of trends now waning and obviously 
on the way out. Grist for the movie mill, The Last Hurrah is a 
period piece. 








Shirer, William L. The Consul's Wife. 1956. 263p. Little, $3.50. 
A newspaperman, Shirer writes his third novel, this about an 

imaginary land in Asia inhabited by Hindus and Sikhs. The nation 

is at the point of throwing off its colonial status and becoming 

a free and sovereign country. As is usual, the events are centered 

around a relatively small core of individuals, 





Van Der Post, Laurens. Bar of Shadow. 1956. 6l1p. Morrow, $1.95. 
An autobiographical story of a Christmas visit between two 
Englishmen and of another Christmas when both were Japanese prison- 


erse 





Western--Adventure 





Fisher, Clay. The Big Pasture. 1955. 215p. Houghton, $2.75. 





Fox, Norman, Night Passage. 1955. 217p. Dodd, $2.75. 


Leonard, Elmore. Escape from Five Shadows. 1956. 213p. Houghton, 
$2.75. 


Turner, William 0, The Settler. 1956. 18kp. Houghton, $2.75. 





Wolford, Colby. The Guns of Witchwater. 1956. 216p. Dodd, $2.75. 
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ENCOMIUM 


It seems that all too often librarians are sniped at, snarled 
at, and snipped at for doing too little, trying to do too much, or 
doing everything all wrong. The occasional accolade is like a re- 
freshing breath of fresh, spring air--stimulating, encouraging, and 
a trifle intoxicating. It is especially important then, when a 
bouquet comes along, to pass it around so that librarians, trustees, 
and patrons can take a good strong whiff. Here is one you will all 
enjoy. 


Salute to Librarians 





Editor The Christian Century: 
Sir: 


Editors know everythinge So please tell me who invented the 
idea of "un-birthday presents." It sounds like Alice in Wonderland. 
Or Robert Louis Stevenson. At any rate it is a good idea. And so, 
because this is un-National Librarians Week, we hasten to celebrate 
and raise a paean of gratitude and praise to all librarians, boys 
and girls, tall and short, stout and slin. 





This letter is in three parts: genuflection, hat raising, and 
lighting a candle, all richly deserved by the profession than whom 
there is none whicher. We make a genuflection to one of the most 
missionary-minded collections of people on earth. There is more joy 
in a librarians's heart over one low-brow infected with the love of 
reading than there is over four dozen professors with brief cases. 
Whenever a librarian finds someone looking for a book other than the 
best seller just laid that morning, the frenzy of joy bursts forth 
and the lucky borrower can have the whole stack. 


So we genuflect and hold hats high, for the librarian has a 
whole fleet of magic carpets, which he floats up to your door, all 
ready to take you to faery lands forlorn or to Samarkand, Cathay 
and way stations. Let him--it is usually her--arrange your itin- 
erary across the seas and the centuries and you can really say, 
"Much have I traveled in the realms of gold." 


Not long ago a librarian in Philadelphia had to write his oc- 
cupation in his income tax report. He wrote, "Traffic Officer." 
A friend said, "You cheerful liar! When were you a traffic of- 
ficer?" He said: "All the time. Traffic officers usually pre- 
vent collisions. I have been arranging collisions, productive 
collisions between people and ideas. That's what a book is at its 
best, a collision. Once in a while I pull off a beaut." 





9 


The librarian has to take part of his pay, alas, in spiritual 
currency. Yet he has his rewards. The most exciting and best re- 
ward is that reported by Samuel Gridley Howe, speaking of his edu- 
cation of the little blind, deaf and dumb girl who preceded Helen 
Keller. Dr. Howe said, "I fished for many months without any bite 
at all. Then there was a nibble, then a tug, and up came the soul 
of Laura Bridgman." Good fishing! So the modern Izaak Walton, 
or Rebecca Walton, the librarian of the Paradise Branch of the 
Public Library, baits the hook with the right book--a job calling 
for rare skill--and casts. And then a little nibble, then a tug, 
and up comes the soul! It's a better sport than trout fishing. 


So, in the immortal language of Sophie Tucker, "Give this 
little girl a great big hand}" 


Vociferously, 


Simeon Stylites 


The Christian Century 
March 1h, 1956, pe 328 
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KNOW YOUR COMMISSION 





Your Consultants and Their Assigned Counties 





John Frantz 


Ione Nelson 


Hamnis Smith 


Adams, Buffalo, Chippewa, Clark, Crawford, Eau Claire, 
Grant, Green, Iowa, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse, 
Lafayette, Monroe, Pepin, Richland, Sauk, Taylor, 
Trempeauleau, Vernon, Wood 


Brown, Calumet, Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Door, Dunn, 
Florence, Forest, Iron, Kewaunee, Langlade, Lincoln, 
Manitowoc, Marathon, Marinette, Oconto, Oneida, 
Ozaukee, Price, Rusk, Sheboygan, Vilas, Washington, 
Waukesha 


Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, 

Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Jefferson, Kenosha, Marquette, 
Milwaukee, Outagamie, Pierce, Polk, Portage, Racine, 
Rock, St. Croix, Sawyer, Shawano, Walworth, Washburn, 
Waupaca, Waushara, Winnebago 


Your aero ree 
Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear, Director 


Interlibrary loans Foreign language books 
Reference service Traveling Book Exhibit 
Title-author service State Documents service 

Fixed collections Book selection advisory service 
New book collections Sight-saver book service 
Play-reading service Teachers' book service 

Film Circuit service Rural school service 

Story-hour records State agency service 


Professional library literature American Heritage discussion 


collections 


Edit and publish Wisconsin Library Bulletin 








Address all inquiries to 


Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Traveling Library and Extension Department 


706 Williamson Street 
Madison 3, Wisconsin 









